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Educational Credentials Authentication and

Equivalency Directive

In accordance with artcle 19 sub article 4 of
proclamation No1263/2021, by the powers and
responsibilities of the FDRE executive bodies, the

ministry of education declared this directive.

Part one

General provisions

1. Short title

This directive shall be cited as “Educational
Credentials Authentication and Equivalency
directive number 990/2024”

2. Definitions

Notwithstanding the definitions provided in
Higher Education Proclamation No 1152/2019,
Council of Ministers’ Regulations No 515/2021
and Technical and Vocational Training
Proclamation No 954/2016 unless the context

requires otherwise, in this directive:
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1/ “Regulation” shall mean the
Regulation No 515/2022, issued by the
Councils of Ministers to determine the
structure, power and functions of the
Education and Training Authority.
2/ “Training Certificate” shall mean
certification issued to a trainer for completing
training from technical and vocational
institutions;
3/ “Document” shall mean unless otherwise
given by the authority, which includes
professional license, equivalency letter, power
of attorney, name change issued by a court.
4/ “Credit Hour” shall mean a time petiod
allotted by relevant authority to have
sufficient time to deliver a certain field of
study from beginning to end of the course;
5/ “Transcript or Student Copy” shall mean
academic record of a student which
incorporates  affairs under harmonized
educational policy and institutional or
technical and vocational center academic
legislations.
6/ “Course Exemption” shall mean a permit
granted for a student not to take courses
which were taken in a previous program of
education when they appear at the next study;
7/ “Equivalence Evaluation Certificate”
Shall mean a document the authority issues to
the bearer of the certificate upon assessing the

educational or training credential obtained



N9+ PA@- ¢ THI°VCT avhin £
A18L914- T oo 1M

i/ “PhF “Qoog- PIPHS  PIPONC
@LPT”  TINT haoer UIC PP
eI9°VCT AS  NAmMS  TINLE
NhTeRe eNPT 9918 21044
AL 0T AR hF LR
PILIAR NANANY- AT UCT
NLED AANT PULAT NI 10 :
“‘Ney-oolQl  TPUVCT  OHTT
eHeUCT TINEE 20T ao-f- Noo-fr
PavlBS av1SE BRSAE, avvlL e PT Y
Neom+?®  ANLY A
+914 NhhA o7 ALNAANIO-
nant N s FUCHET N UIC
®eT VIC o0 ha 9t Neo”IC
S I Vo S T VA T

B/ ‘UL PLP  ATHhT  “int
haoZavdf B4 PN WS huaks
8.714 Nét POULATeTI°VCT £L5 1ar

x/

an/A)

1/ «h@>» SNt CH4TE Ao @fd
0h? oot el ¢-FOmar hha
70 §

s/ @9t NI AF PHIARG-
£307 PO R LI UAN

E. 14970 007
gy  ovooldf NUIC ©0T WL

P RIPUCT AS OAMS 29T AT

ib/

Q-

8
1. -
. 4
/

from foreign institutions as its equivalence is

determined equal levels from the ones
incorporated in the qualification framework of
Ethiopia.

8  “Online Learning Educational
Credential” Shall mean a document obtained
from a foreign or domestic higher education
which offered entirely online using internet
and ICT gadgets without the student being
required to physically avail to the institutions.
9/ “Post-Graduate Diploma” shall mean
educational  qualification or certificate
obtained by undertaking education or training
between first and second degree.

10/ *“Person” shall mean any natural person or an

organ with legal personality.

11/ Any expressions in masculine shall include
feminine expression as well.

3. Scope of Application

This directive applies to persons seeking to

authenticate or  equivalence  educational
credentials obtained from local or foreign

education and training institutions.

Part Two

Preconditions and _Legal Documents Required

for Authentication of Educational Credentials

4. Preconditions _Required to Authenticate

Educational Credentials
1/ Unless otherwise a client shall fully complete

and graduated, academic credentials shall not
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be authenticated by the authority

2/Application for authentication of educational
credentials shall be submitted.

3/Applicant’s mandatory information shall be
filled in the authority’s database.

4/ Higher certificate

education entrance

authenticated by the Education,  Assessment
and Examination Service shall be providing.

5/ Educational credential  authenticated
overleaf by the seal of issuing institution and
duly signed and tittered by head of the registrar
and academic dean or president shall be
submitted

6/ The applicant’s certificate front page shall
contain the status of higher education which
existed while the student was graduated and the
transcript also contains the name of the
institution, campus, modality, program,
qualification, admission and graduation date
(day, month and year) and the academic
calendar within each semester or term.

7/ The applicant shall submit an evidence that
verify pass the exit exam since it 1s
implemented

8/ Any form of accademic credentials which
has not been used as an admission requierement
in any leve! of education shall not be acceptable

for authentiction

9/ Authentication request through representative

must include legal representation paper and

identification card of the representative and
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For the authentication of first degree
educational credentials the applicant shall
provide the following legl documents: these
are:-

1/ First Degree Certificate and Transcript;

2/Matriculation  result (High School
oot CTVCT  RLBE TPVCHE Leaving Examination result) qualifying the
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a single paper

4/ Tf the high school completion certificate
was obtained from a foreign institution, the
person must obtain an equivalence evaluation
certificate issued by the authority before
starting their higher education.

5/ Graduates with old curriculum diplomas,
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vocational, or education training.

6/ The description stated under sub-article 5 of
this article's must relate  to the degree,
previously acquired level four center of
(CoC)

included under the law.

compence and work experience
7/ Regarding course exemption for first degree
shall be as per the approved educational

policy (legislation) and it includes..

A) Exempted Courses shall be clearly
indicated on the transcript; while the
service seeker appears to take the service,
legal evidences shall be provided which

entitled exemption of those courses;

B) Exemption of courses to which a score of

less than “C” grade shall not be

acceptable.

C) Graduates with old curriculum diplomas,
1242 or 1043 or level four graduates
with technical, vocational, or education
training

2010

and joined first degree prior to
shall

credentials

have their educational

to which courses were
exempted from the above level of

education be authenticated;

D) Course exemption emanated from
institutions not licensed, dismissed for
violating rules and regulation of the
institution and from credentials which

bear rtesults below the passing grade




P06  h&724a¢  IC  HFHTTEYT
fh@i 2 T PLLE  hét
Poo-¢ 9°HG AS NV L1110 Phé-
Vil S

7/ A"MZ°TNF  hCh  bCh Ntachht
AooEonldf 84 TIVCT MWL
PALL® CTIVCT 7 AN (AEDATT)
¢+ 8T aotPr LANE O}

V) ATINICTIY hCh hCh
OHémnnétE AL NIAR  oopooT
AdNt§ 18N F ARIA DT

neL+CANt oF+F AT CHLLE
hCOT  eroAs0T UIP ATAT
ood LAl WANT @

a) h A (C) ot NFF A4
P4247 hCh ++A2TT LA

dh) NPge 8THo1 0L 1242
meg 1043 me9> LA héT
+9°l@m hdh 2002 £4L0 YooRooldf
8774 PPové. hS h&TH"TTFa-
o1 N hCh AT @
PHVCT TINCET O BLITTATPA:
ao) 4.9 hAA® HRI°T PRI)
A I O % 3 VN | P2 T T T L P
hInge 1N 0T T oot
eFPUCT  YINLE AR AT
nCh ALYt PA@-9Ui:

w) Ao @  Aovonld hOlENPar
AmPAL &84T voC Nt 1/3%

(academic dismissal) shall not be

acceptable.

E) Course exemptions which go beyond 1/3
of the entire requirements for graduation

shall not be accepted,;

F) Only course exemptions made for similar
course names and credit hours shall be
accepted.

8/ Regarding transfer for first degree shall be

as per the approved educational policy

(legislation) and it includes...

A/ Credentials of Students requesting
transfer from the institution closed upon
the knowledge of the authority shall be

accepted

B/ Educational credential of such a
student is acceptable only if the student
has taken over 50% of the credit hours
required for graduation from the new

institution;

C/ If a student seek to transfer to another
institution to commence his studies in the
new institution from where he stopped,
such student should have finished at least
one semester in the previous institution to

proceed second semester in the new one;

6. Legal Documents Provided for

Authentication of _ Master Degree

Educational Credentials
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To authenticate educational credential for
masters degree the applicants shall be submit

the following legal documents: these are:-

1/ Masters degree certificate and

Shall
indicating that either the student has

transcript; provide evidence
conducted Master’s Thesis or is required

to do such a research;

2/ First Degree Certificate and Transcript
shall be provided and If the first degree
was carned from a local higher education
shall  be

authenticated by the authority pursuant to

institution, the  degree
provisions of this directive or If the first
degree was earned from a foreign higher
education institution, equivalent letter of
the degree shall be given by the

authority;
3/ If there are bridge courses taken, the
same shall be indicated on the transcript.

Provided
Authentication of Doctoral Degree (PhD)

7. Legal Documents for

Educational Credentials

To authenticate educational credential for
doctoral degree the applicants shall be submit

the following legal documents: these are:-
1/Third degree certificate and transcript;

2/ If the second degree was earned from

a local higher education institution, the
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degree shall be authenticated by the
authority pursuant to provisions of this
directive; or If the second degree was
earned from a foreign higher education
institution, equivalent of the degree shall
be given by the authority;

To Authenticate _Educational Credential

Earned by Cross Border Education;

Not-withstanding provisions of 6, 7 and this
article, the following shall be fulfilled:

1/ The educational credential must have

been issued by a foreign partner institution;

2/ Original educational credential and
transcript signed and sealed overleaf by the
foreign issuing institution as well as
signature of head of the local partnering
institution for true copy, shall be presented,;

9. Concerning Credential Authentication

1/ Applicants who were finalizing thier first
degree untill August 2017 shall have
authentications with out level four Center of
competence (COC).
2/ Applicants who had commenced their
degree program in 2015 should provide
level four center of competence before
finalizing their study
3/ As of 2017 Center of competence
(COC) Certificates should be acquired prior
to registration for degree program
4/ Admission to Technical and vocational
higher education

institutions and
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institutions must be based on the cut-off
point, which is determined annually by the
appropriate authorized bodies. Aplicants
who have acquired diploma in agriculture
and teaching field and later pursued another
degree program their credentials shall be
approved ;

5/ Applicants who scored below 2.00
points in the old curriculum and graduated
with a diploma in 1242 or 10+3 in
Technical and Vocational Education and
Training fields and graduated with degree
between 1999-2005 using the previous
qualifications shall have their educational
credentials authenticated;

6/ Educational credentials obtained by
using matriculation results received from
the old curriculum shall not be
authenticated due to the fact that secondary
school leaving examination results of the
old curriculum may not be used to join
degree program after 2008.

7/ Candidates who took higher education
entrance examination in the new curriculum
from 2004 through 2021 shall have their
educational credentials authenticated by
looking at fulfillment of the respective cut
off points designated for the year the
candidate had sitted for higher education
entrance examination as well as a cut-off

point fixed for one year shall serve for
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consecutive 5 years while candidates shall
fulfill the cut-off point fixed for the
respective year of examination by the time
exam is taken as private candidate;

8/ Law graduates who are enrolled to
degree program as of 2006 and passed exit
examination shall have their educational
credentials authenticated.

9/ Applicants who had started studies on
health related disciplines in the evening or
weekend programs till 2018  their
documents will be authenticated.

PART THREE

Preconditions and _Legal Documents

Required for Equivalence of Educational

Credentials

10. _Preconditions Required for Equivalence

of Educational Credentials

Evaluation for equivalence on educational
credentials may be undertaken by the authority
only while the following preconditions shall
fulfill:
1/ Application for equivalence of educational
credentials shall be submitted.
2/ Where the educational and training
credential to  be  evaluated  bears
authentication seal of ministry of foreign
affairs of the issuing country, that of
Ethiopian Embassy as well as Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia for authenticity,

where the certificate has no erasure or
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cancellation and wordings clear and legible
to read and contents bear no self-
contradiction;

3/ The applicant shall present passport, visa
or residence permit or related legal
documents showing his or her presence in the
country of origin during the training period.

4/ Where the service seeker is a foreign
citizen, such person shall bear legal
documents

5/ The foreign institution which issued the
educational or training credential shall have
an accreditation to educate or train in the
field of education or training the certificate
has been issued.

6/ Where there is transfer of students or
trainees from a foreign institution to a local
education and training institution, it shall be
allowed by the authority while technical
issues are determined according to the senate
legislation of the institution;

7/ Where the country from which the
educational credential is obtained has
qualification framework, the qualification
level of the certificate shall be determined
by comparing it with the Ethiopian
qualification framework;

8/ Where the country from which the
educational credential is obtained has no
qualification framework, the qualification

level of the certificate shall be determined by
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10/ Where the

paper and

comparing the curriculum of the issuing
foreign institution  with the Ethiopian
qualification framework;

9/ Where the educational credential was
obtained prior to the period in which
qualification framework was designed, the
equivalence level of the certificate shall be
determined by comparing the curriculum of
the issuing foreign institution with that of
Ethiopia;

educational  credential
presented for equivalence evaluation has no
clear reference on the qualification
framework of the issuing country while it
fulfills the above other criteria set in this
directive, decision may be made based on the

Ethiopian qualification framework

11/ Where it is difficult to get sufficient

information required for offering the service,
the authority may request such information
from concerned foreign institutions or
embassies and consulate offices to provide
such additional information the authority
requires.

12/ Request for

equivlence  through

representative must include legal representation

identification card of the

representative and legal document from court if

there is name change

11. For applicants who completed Secondary

School_study abroad and seek to pursue




FUCT  AYINEOIC HEIS mede
¢ FPuC T oot N0 aoCY
INC Ao-PG LAD- ovPF LINPAH:
i Noer vt LT erIRucT
AS NAMS 1297t oL UI1IC 0T
PreuCt  AS 0AmS ke

first degree locally shall requirve the

following legal documents:

In addition to the requirements listed under

article 10, the following shall be fullfiled,

1/ Secondary School Certificate or Diploma

credential

. . 2/ High school completion certificate or
PrLLLY C1UULDT LT NANGFT

Ho@C ASC T9°0CT “IntBor
ANANAT  AF Qovd  PTLOLNT
s bhtad 18¢F 77 0heot
W'ol oo 5242 U1 L) evOlT
LOOGA::

7/ UGt AS AMS  “INLEar
eHTINE vIC PNE T T,

diploma of the candidate must have met the
cut-off point for entrance into higher
education institution as per the standard of
issuing country;

3/ Where the educational credential of the
applicant is obtained from a curriculum of a
country different from the one he/she had

attended schooling, entrance point shall be
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by the Ethiopian Government, support letter

L1468, ) _
is required from the school;

12. For_those who studied associate degree

abroad and seek to pursue first degree

locally:

In addition to the requirements listed under
article 10, the following shall be fullfiled,
1/ Associate degree certificate and transcript
2/ Where the secondary school completion
certificate is obtained from Ethiopia, the

certificate shall be authenticated by the
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Ethiopian examination and assessment
service

3/ Where the secondary school completion
certificate is obtained from foreign country,
the authority may assess according to this
directive;
13. Applicants

pursue __equivalence _of

educational _credentials _obtained_first

degree abroad and would like to work or

study in Ethiopia:

In addition to the requirements listed under
article 10, the following shall be fullfiled,
1/ First degree and transcript;
2/ Secondary School Completion certificate
authenticated by the educational examination
and assessment service;
3/ Where the secondary school completion
certificate is obtained from foreign country,
the authority may assess according to this
directive;
4/ If the applicant had used diploma as entry
for first degree, the diploma should be
obtained from accredited institution and
original diploma and transcript must be
authenticated;

pursue equivalence of

14. Applicants
educational credentials obtained Master

deosree abroad and would like to work or

study in_Ethiopia:
In addition to the requirements listed under
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1/ Second degree and transcript

2/ First degree certificate and transcript

3/ Where the first degree was obtained from a
locally higher education institution, the
authority may authenticate it according to
this directive;

4/ Where the first degree was obtained from

foreign country, the authority may evaluate

the credentials according to this directive;

equivalence _of

15. Applicants pursue

educational  credentials obtained

Doctoral degree abroad and would like to

work in Ethiopia:

In addition to the requirements listed under
article 10, the following shall be fullfiled,
1/ Third degree certificate and transcript

2/ Proof of PhD dissertation produced;

3/ Second degree and transcript

4/ Where the first and second degrees were
obtained from local higher educatin
institutions, the authority may authenticate it
according to this directive;

5/ Where the first and second degrees were
obtained from foreign country, the authority
may evaluate the credentials according to this
directive;

6/  Where the academic credential fails to
clearly indicate the field of study apart from
the title of dissertation (thesis), additional
documents for evidence shall be presented;

for

undertake equivalency

6. To
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educational  credentials  obtained through

online education abroad:

Except for the visa requirements, not
withstanding all the requirements indicated from
article 10 to 15, the foreign online teaching
institution should have institutional or program
accreditation to offer online learning;

17. Concerning Equivalence

1/ When professional nomenclature, rank
descriptor and license are attached along
with the educational or training credentials
on which evaluation for equivalence is
undertaken, the evaluation shall be made
for the educational or training credential
and for the level indicated thereto;

2/ The authority shall only give equivalence
evaluation service for education and
training credentials, the service is not
available for any other credential such as
equivalence  performed  abroad  or
professional  license, different  from
educational and training credentials;

3/ Where the education or training credential
submitted for evaluation is temporary
certificate, the evaluation shall be values for
six months till the original certificate is
brought. Equivalence evaluation on the
temporary certificate may be renewed for a
second six months terms; such a renewal
shall not be permitted for a third term

4/ Where foreigners whose native languages

__are different from English seek equivalence
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evaluation certificate to qualify for a certain
shall

evidence proving their English language

profession, they provide legal
competence,

5/ Religious educational credentials shall not
have equivalence evaluation service;

6/ Where the service seeker presented
credentials in languages different from
English, official English translation of the
credential shall be attached from concerned
Embassy or legal translation firms;

7/ Customers who had previously taken
equivalence valuation have lost their
equivalence document, they shall fulfill all
the criteria and may take a replacement
certificate;

8/ Where sufficient evidence is found about
valuation certificate was issued to

applicants through unfair or other means,
the authority may revoke or cancel the
valuation certificate issued;

9/ Where the equivalence valuation was
issued to the applicant using a wrong
evaluation, due correction shall be made by
the authority which may issue a
replacement certificate.

10/ Revocation or cancellation of equivalence
certificate so revoked or cancelled shall be
communicated and the original returmed to
the authority within one month;

Part Four




o/ PovEaviP WG PUNEE 87140
nv1C @a® hel7ry Chats +9°vcCT
+&9°  CFTT hPy
ao(\l NAANATT P&
Paofanld PG  CUNEE 8B40
vic P TT hPr R
goanl @ aow/l- NMAOANTY P1ovlly
i NTuCT TINLEm- AL havavld
AU&  Con e+ uCT
oo N7AX  hd-hmeh  Fanelé
PN1L “INLE 19l haNT:

Ny ovondf

el

har<g

N-reen14

Ng1-aviQl  ha<® vIC P1TY
hF  Qoop-

IE.
' )] P [ (V4]
A%0e T

AP Qoo AINGT DM 08 haDTPR

10 anh 15 &40 ¢HHLHSG T 9979A 1

AT FaNE PT

PheAE  F9°uCt 9 NLT aolA

ao(C NG ATIOATIC PR @e9T

PTHouCtT oohh A@PS  fA@ oo}

LMPA::

1%. hF Qo037 Otoviht
& A9°HS  hedna-  PECUCTS
OAms “ML8 ¢ eefR Poof
aoMmésf 0£7% 99047 Nf°l hS
Pav-g G P& SC "HY @
fULNG @@ ATIUCT RS NAMS -
TNLE ORI LLBa OF i

o< U1C .70~

Miscellaneous Provisions

18. Grievance and Resolution Procedure

Any person aggrieved with the actions and
decisions of the service provider may file its

grievance to the authority.
19. Inapplicable Laws

Any directive, administrative decision and
customary practice which is contrary to this

particular directive shall not be applicble.

20. Amendment of the Directive

The ministry of education may amend the
directive at any time where it is deemed
necessary.

21. Effective date

This directive shall be effective as of the date its
registration with the ministry of justice and its

uploading on the official website of the ministry

of education.

Addis Ababa, 2024
Berhanu Nega (Professor)

Minister, Minstry of Education of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
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